Who is responsible for daily horse care?

4Ms Farm is responsible on a daily basis for all horses on the property. When the leaser/boarder is not available, we assume all duties – cleaning, inspecting, feeding, etc.  It is expected that you will take part in the care of your horse when you are at the barn.  This includes cleaning stalls and paddocks, feeding, grooming, and riding on a regular basis.  This will keep your horse fit and help to develop/maintain the important horse/rider bond.

What does “cleaning a stall” entail?

Cleaning (or mucking out) a stall and paddock means to remove manure (and sometimes urine) spots from the area.  Keeping a clean area is healthy for the horses so they don’t stand in the offal or roll in it, the area is less attractive to biting insects, there will be less of an odor, and it looks nicer.  Shavings are spread in stalls and paddock run-in shelters.  This absorbent material helps keep the smell and mess contained, as well as being fairly easy to clean out. Leasers and boarders may purchase additional shavings to supplement what is provided by 4M’s if they desire.  Space is available to store your extra bags.

Using your own equipment, or that provided by 4M’s, (shovels, rakes, picks), the stall is cleaned of all used shavings and old hay.  Piles of manure outside the barn are cleaned up as needed and the matter is dumped appropriately. Water buckets and tubs also need cleaning regularly. 










